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A Defector’s Story

Stefar Svirdlev is one of the few officers 1o defect from Bngar-
ia’s feared secret service—and live 10 tell about it. In Munich,
Svirdiev gave NEWSWEEK'S Zofia Smard:z an deer s view oj'
Buigaric’ s enforcers in action. Her report. - :

]

Svirdlev is a short, baldish man with a face hkeapolar.oa.nd
dark, Balkan eves. He is an impassioned nationalist; he deplores
his country’s domination‘by the Soviet Unio; heis.convinced

*-that the KGB ordered the Bxﬂgnnans whllthcpope."‘Bulgam’ &

has no interest in killing a-pope,” he says;Gbutas asatllite
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»-lcvmys. In 2 factory;somc .agents were mpoz;sxblc for the

factaryasa wholeand | some.only for individuals. The collabora-
torsweceived instructions-in secret meetings+with DS officers.
Secret collaborators abroad were usuzlly foreign nanionals, like
Mchmet Ali Agea,-whomight get quick training in their own
.country or be brought to Bulgaria for lessons from the DS. .
" “Dossiers: Svirdlev.supervised the activities.of all of the divi-

:+ sionsof thelocal DSinPerziik. He was responsible for maintain-
- ing public orderand for issuing permits for Bulgarians 1o trave]

abroad. In 1970 heswas:ordered by a Special.directive 10 take

i chaxgeof prevennvewaﬂ: ——pr:panng cn:nswcdosm's on-

© rcountry it has 10-carrys-outts orders 5. %emmnsenons—xh ralongl o
*1ask, the more trustworthyXthe weapon haskoy '

Svirdlev was an officer m:thulgmmmggnﬁmg b:fo"'r‘c‘im alloommnmsts:xpdleafrom theyany.fo?;?ormg
when be fied after an unsuccessful power strugglein 1971: Atthe * ’TJtGiirﬁor’Maom—-nnﬂthe children of &1l “‘deviationists™ In
time, Svirdlev said, the DS had 40,000 employees—60 'p:rccn " caseof war-with ‘Bulgaria’s neighbors, Svirfliev’s orders were
--oficers, the Test support-personnel. The Wfficers™were-fiever < exphat take 4115 ‘the dangerons® -peopie:oih:cemer of the

nfmudmaszgentsbumtheras“mvsugamxﬁ”m“mdhgmcc Whﬂ themiifthe enemy yed Mo o -
. gatherers.” Recruiting officers sdeaedmﬂm&mmm-iﬂwmgodmdmnmonedsm‘ﬂ!mvm
then picked the best. The chief criterion, Svitdiev TRTaT - Fardasinaiis s Srm inists becameaware that Brlgiria-was losing |
-says, was “absolute devotion 1o the @mmot&ﬁdlerd , vedife - - facebecanseofitscom pletesubordination 1o Mos-+

. only on the part of the candidate but of. al]!those
~zround him and with whom:he comes intoicon-; f
13ct."" After a candidate was selected, hefilled onit > &
i~gn application form.- “Noboﬂyr]:oossiheﬁs,"
',Svudlevsays. “TheDSchooses them ™ = ameab:
- Svirdlev was chosen forthe' DS’ 19661&::-3
‘distinguished 15-vear stint-with the Bulgarian
--border guard, which is closely aligned with the
DS. He quickly rose to- colonel, working with ¢
agents in Bulgaria “The operatives were caled*
~secret collaborators. ‘They-ran‘from blnocqﬁr’*
{sworkers .10 .generals “HA System -of DS <agents=
; ‘doubles thesuncnueoﬂﬁ'eonevayievél,”,Smﬂ-’—-
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Moscowﬁ‘é?Svnﬂkv JoinedGve plotas 1969, then

loohn.g overlns sbouldcr AndTforthe ﬁm-tmem
* s life, theworkers'-state copis Aiaborer. “Now1 -
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